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serration and publication, to the further development of the
existing Museum, to the establishment of a Museum at Ujjain? the
ancient capital of Malwa, to the formation of small local museums
in the districts, to the search of prehistoric sites along the range of
the Vindhya hills in the neighbourhood of the Narbada Valley,
and last, but not least, to the excavation and exploration of the sites
of ancient cities, pre-eminently UjjayinL Ancient Ujjayini is an
extensive site, for the great city, like Taxila, seems to have occu-
pied different sites at different periods. Not only are the excavations
likely to solve the mystery of the personality of Vikrama and the
epoch of the so-called Vikrama era, which has been hitherto a matter
of a long and almost interminable controversy among the anti-
quarian scholars of various shades of views, but they may even lead
to other important discoveries.

M. B. GARDE.

(/) TRAVANCORE

Travancore in the south-west is one of the most ancient Hindu
States in India: its ruling house traces its descent from the old
Chera kings, who are referred to as independent in the edicts of the
Emperor Asoka Maurya of the third century B.C. It has an area of
nearly 8,000 square miles, and is one of the most picturesque and
thickly inhabited portions of India.

Archaeological work in the State was first started in 1891 by the
late P. Sundaram Pillai, an eminent scholar, who was then Professor
of Philosophy in the State College at Trivandrum. The Archaeo-
logical Department was actually started in 1896-97 by the Govern-
ment of Travancore 'with a view to the collection and investigation
of the available data relating to the political and economic history
and ethnology of the country/ Mr. T. A. Gopinatha Rao was